Source of material: The title compound was prepared, according to ref. 1, from cif-l,2-cyclopropanediammonium dibromide and l-phenylbutane-l,3-dione (2 equiv.) in a mixture of methanol and acetic acid (ca. 4:1) in the presence of a large excess of sodium acetate by heating under reflux for 3 min. Addition of sodium Perchlorate (6 equiv.) to the hot mixttu-e and cooling yielded a precipitate which was recrystalUzed from methanol and subsequently treated with concentrated aqueous potassium hydroxide and ether to afford a yellow oil after evaporation of the solvent. Trituration with methanol and recrystallization furnished colorless crystals, mp 391 К-392 К. The molecular structure of the title compound is characterized by two ß-aminoenone moieties which adopt the Zconfigivation and different orientations relative to the three-membered ting. The Zconfíguration allows the formation of an intramolecular hydrogen bridge (NlO-HlO-013 and N20-H20 -023). The title compound is a tetradentate ligand for transition metal ions, e.g. nickel(n), which readily affords a diamagnetic complex, mp 504.5 К -505 К, in almost quantitative yield.

